3rd XI Report 2004
On being appointed 3rd XI Captain in 2003 I set myself 3 targets:

i. To gain promotion to Div 10

ii. To encourage senior club members to play in the 3rd XI

iii. To improve the flow of Colts into Senior teams via the 3rd team (and JDD unit)

After 2 years I can only claim success in 1 area as we remain in Div 11 and fewer senior players have contributed consistently to the 3rd XI.

As in 2003, we finished 7th, although at one point we were 2nd in the league. We used 33 players (last year 40) and finished with a record of Played 16, Won 7, Drew 3, Lost 4 (2003 Won 9, Draw 1, Lost 6).

On Batting last year only 2 players scored 50’s, this year it was 9 and encouragingly 2 were scored by colts Amar Vigh, Andy Spur but despite this we only had one player total over 200 runs in the 14 games available, it was in the batting that we needed additional experienced (adult) support. There were however 2 notable rearguard actions, against Baldock by Andy Spurr and Graham Edwards who put on 85 after we had crashed to 28-5, and against Rickmansworth when Graham Edwards and James Clarke saved the game batting out the final 6 overs. Graham Edwards was our most improved batsman scoring 136 @ 17.00 often opening the innings resolutely.

On bowling we were less reliant on Mike Rose, who however, followed his excellent 2003 season with a brilliant 37 wickets at 12.6. With the unfortunate retirement of all the other major 2003 adult wicket takers we relied on Colts to take up the challenge and this they did by picking up 41 of the 104 wickets taken (in 2003 it was only 22). Graham Edwards was the most successful with 15 at 131, no one else took more than 10 in part due to ECB bowling regulations. To emphasise the fact that our bowling was good enough to achieve promotion, the top wicket taker for Knebworth (who were promoted) took 29 @ 15.0 which was also their best average. We had bowlers who took 74 wickets at less than 15! and it is not that Knebworth’s batting was so much better, their top run scorer totalled on 256 @ 28.4 but they had 10 players averaging 17+, we had only 2.

On fielding, Freddie Dare led the way with 13 victims in the league (and overall 18, second best in the club) and his improvement along with that of Lynden Ryan, Amar Vigh, Tom Smithson and the Dunnings was most encouraging.

I have 2 issues to present to the new captain for 2005. We need to find a more reliable batting surface for next season if we are to be serious about developing colts batting. Regrettably I have to say selection organisation in 2004 was worse than 2003 (something I thought to be impossible!). Literally, every Friday I was left trying to find players for the 2nds, I see no reason why the top 2 teams could not be selected and confirmed by end of Monday giving us a chance to pick the 3rds in a professional manner.

So in conclusion, Colts have played more league cricket this year than any in the last decade and have contributed to victories. Indeed we were the only side with Colts in Div 11. However, to see the 3rd develop we need 2 or 3 more adults to stop the need for last minute scrabbling around for members to make guest appearances, a more stable core of experience (it was basically Mike Rose, myself and Sharat Dua who made an excellent career best 62 against Frogmore) will enable us to give the Colts more opportunity to play in winning situations. We have the potential to use the 3rd to greater benefit of the club and I wish my successor every good fortune.

Simon Dare
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