CHORLEYWOOD Club Captains Report 2000
1. I am delighted to report on what has been a successful year for our club. It is worth reminding ourselves of the aims we set at the beginning of the season, they were :

i.
Sat 1st XI
To achieve mid table position

ii.
Sat 2nd XI
To remain in Div 4, competing with 1st XI's

iii.
Sat 3rd XI
Honour all fixtures and enjoy themselves

iv.
Sun 1st XI
Promotion to Div 2

v.
Sun 2nd XI
To remain in Div 2

2. To deliver the above the committee agreed to a series of actions, they were to continue with our policy of recruiting an overseas player, ensure all teams had active captains and set up a selection process that tapped into all our players (senior colts etc.).

I would suggest we have delivered on our commitments and this has in part, led to the success on the field, by team this was :

i.
Sat 1st XI
Top half of table position, best in club history

ii.
Sat 2nd XI
Remained in Div 4

iii.
Sat 3rd XI
Promotion

iv.
Sun 1st XI
Champions with 100% record

v.
Sun 2nd XI
Champions with 100% record

The playing records were as follows:

	
	Played
	Won
	Draw
	Lost



	Sat 1st XI
	17
	6
	3
	6

	Sat 2nd XI
	17
	5
	5
	6

	Sat 3rd XI
	15
	9
	3
	3

	Sun 1st XI
	26
	13
	4
	6

	Sun 2nd XI
	16
	8
	3
	5

	
	91
	41
	18
	26



I will leave the details on the 2nd and 3rd for the respective captain to report on later.

On the first XI, for most of the season it felt like a crisis, we were bottom of the Saturday table at the half way stage and were saved from relegation following  a last day win against Sawbridgeworth. The pessimists will say we were lucky to avoid relegation , a third rain shower leading to an abandoned game against Sawbridgeworth and we would have been down. However the win took us to 5 place, 6 wins in the last 9 games confirmed our right to be in Div 1.

The optimist, will argue that with Paul Downing, Simon Fox, Tony Hall returning for a full season next year we have much to look forward to and I include myself in this category.

We must recognise, though, that we need to start better, for 2 years we have failed miserably in May to play competitive cricket, we must ask all players to be available for nets and early season friendlies next year.

A number of players had good Saturday League seasons, Lance Dry, of course dominated with a season total of 449 runs and 52 wickets, Stuart Thomson topped the Sat averages with 237 runs at 33.86 and looked a class player, Martin Russell bowled consistently and was amongst the best seamers in the league, his enthusiasm, intelligence and determination was an inspiration to the team. Ciaron Bone continues to improve and scored a fine 50 against Chipperfield. I was especially impressed with the attitude of Mark Downing, Mark Bryden and Ryan Hodgkinson whose approach to playing in the 1st XI and often not batting high up the order was first class.

The turning points of the season though were the return of Simon Fox and Tony Hall's innings against Hitchin, this gave us all belief and this was translated onto the  run of 6 wins in 9 games. Of course high praise must also go to Sacha for his unfailing enthusiasm throughout the season.

On Sundays and in friendlies the batting was dominated by Lance who totalled 994 at 66.27, Steve Toms with 738 runs at 52.71 and Simon Dare whose 535 at 66.88 topped the friendly averages. With Hatteea, Webb and Rothband all averaging over 30 the batting never failed, we were then able to set attacking fields and Rice, Ret, Dry and Simons all were able to cash in with excellent averages and wicket hauls. By the end of the season teams were refusing to play, e.g. Kings Langley, Northwood Town, Botany Bay, North London because they knew they would be thrashed.

So what are the plans for next year, I suggest they should be to :-

1. Appoint a new overseas player and for this we need help and accommodation and occupation.

2. Start better, as mentioned above.

3. Continue to have faith in the younger players, both Hodgkinson's, Simon Osman and Dougie Newton may well turn out to be the nucleus of a very good 1st XI in future.

4. Appoint a new groundsman

I must end by thanking our scorer, Brian Mulholland, his support has again been excellent and is greatly appreciated, and of course the umpires, David Webb and Paul Graver without whom the game is impossible to play. Denys Downing has continued to provide me with encouragement and advise for which I am very grateful, you can not overstate the role he plays in the organisation and efficient running of this club. And finally I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate Nick on his 2000 wickets, an achievement which will not be emulated by anyone in my lifetime.

Simon Dare

17.10.2000

C:\TEMP\CHORLEYWOOD 1st XIcapt2000.doc

