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Chorleywood Idol - 7th August 2004
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Thank you to all who participated (via voice, cheers and boos) in the inaugural Chorleywood Idol.

Although the day started poor with 2 out of 3 losses the night delivered plenty of laughter from a range of entertainers. Over 40 songs where sung with the best and the worst being filtered by the judging panel that consisted of Steve 'Randy' Toms, Nigel Rothband and Jacqui Hodgkinson.

The format saw soloists; duets and budding group’s battle it out to be the first Chorleywood Idol. The choice was large with in excess of 4,400 songs available. 

After each half dozen acts the judges interviewed contestants and asked them why they should be the next Chorleywood Idol? This award was not just about singing it was about class, spontaneity, character and sex appeal. With that in mind many of the contestants where dismissed no matter how well they sang.

The antipodean contingent (Macca, O'Dwyer, Deano and his cousin Tracey and mate Kate) although meeting all the above criteria failed in their attempt to win and left pondering "if only no racial discrimination".

As is often the case the openers were awful with Deano doing Mariah Carey’s Hero and O'Dwyer doing an extended version of Don Macleans - American Pie lasting 8 minutes. It was not until Mick Rose, the early favorite, came on to sing Puppy Love, his ode to Rockey, that the entertainment started. This was quickly followed on by further hi quality performances from Glenn Crickmore (Suspicious Minds, Loving Feeling and Come on Eileen), Russell Hodgkinson (You really got me), Ryan Hodgkinson (Wonderwall & Reach), Dean / Macca & Tim Westbrook for The Gambler (even if no English person had heard it), a reluctant Darey with YMCA, Martin Russell (Sloop John B & Let it Be), David Jenkins (Country Road), Sarah O'Dwyer (Like a Virgin), Matt Watson (Year 3000), Macca & Monica (Look back in Anger), Nicol Rothband and Chris for (I will survive) and finally the Judges rendition of Honky Tonk Women.

Special mention must go to James Clark, James Rose and Freddie Dare for their rap rendition of  In Da Club by 50 Cent. The judges where particularly interested in the performers experience of the content of their chorus which went something like: 

"I'm into having sex, I ain't into making love

So come give me a hug if you into getting rubbed"

Credible performances by Paul Downing (Get down on it), Duncan Watson, Kelly & Kate (I think where alone now) and JOD / Macca (Piano Man). Also special credit to Dan Clark for protecting his mum from Matt Watson.  

Some of the shockers included Tie Me Kangaroo Down (O'Dwyer & Oliphant), Your Song (Chris Tweedie), Ryan Hodgkinson (Minnie the Moocher) with the worst and most inappropriate song by the 1st Team (We are the Champions!!). 

The judges selected their final 4.

Two Hodgkinsons (Russell & Ryan), Glenn Crickmore and Martin Russell. The elimination process for the honor of Chorleywood Idol and a bottle of Cuvee began. In fourth position was Russell Hodgkinson................... 3rd position Ryan Hodgkinson. It was down to two - Sloop John B vs. Suspicious Minds. After considerable pause and excitement Nigel Rothband announced

 Glenn Crickmore as the winner of Chorleywood Idol 2004.  

The funniest entertainer of the night has to go to Russell Hodgkinson. We all know Ruskie loves a groove and when Glenn came on and sang his award-winning encore - "Come on Eileen", Ruskie was on fire. Not content to boogie on the floor he pulls up one of the Woods finest wooden chairs to dance on. As Glenn ripped into the final chorus, he was faced with a major interruption of a solid mass falling his way. 'Stage Diver' Ruskie had fallen, crashing on the table. In his efforts to role back the clock and his appreciation for Glenn's performance Ruskie did a dive and laid motionless. For a moment many thought the worst, and after a few seconds Ruski rolled off explaining that he was cleaning the table. Not content with this and after an hour of gathering thoughts and composure Ruskie was up again. This time the 'stage diver' became 'sniper' as he took out Sharrat next to the door. Ruskie had hit the deck again - with poor Sharrat the victim.

Thank you to all for coming. Looking around the room and the feedback that has come in i think you had a good night. If you didn't then there is something wrong with you!

Special thanks to the Judges for not only their roles but their entertainment, Andy and Jo for their efforts behind the bar and to the Dares for putting on an excellent BBQ and Jacqui H for donating the Pimms.

It was a good night for the club with profits from the bar exceeding expectations.

The annual Chorleywood Idol has started. Congratulations to Glenn and we look forward to seeing and hearing you next year.

JOD & SOD

ps Deano had a good night and sends his thank to all for celebrating his 21st. 
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