Saturday 1st X1 AGM Report

When I took over the captaincy of the league 1stX1, I inherited an ageing team who had finished bottom of the first division – luckily in a year where the league was restructuring and no promotion or relegation took place.

In my first year, I set the side the target of improving enough to just stay up, and after a disastrous first half of the season, when for the majority of time we were bottom, we improved rapidly in the second half to finish a very respectable 5th.

You may think it strange that I start my summary of the 2001 season by raking over the events of 2000, but the truth of the matter is that, that is when we changed as a team.

You often hear the phrase “Winning is a habit” quoted on the T.V, in the papers, especially in sporting autobiographies, and to put my own spin on it, “confidence breeds success”, and it was during the second half of the 2000 season that we developed our confidence.

Having achieved our aim of staying in division 1 last year, I set 2 main objectives for 2001, firstly improve on the 2000 season, and secondly develop a younger side.

I’ve now been playing 1stX1 cricket for this club for 14 years and until this year, I’ve been either the youngest, second youngest or on a really lucky day the third youngest. 

This year we’ve managed to change that – partly through the joining of new players such as Richard Horne and Ned Nicol, partly through the improved development of some of our younger players such as Ciaron Bone and Dougie Newton and through the acquisition of our overseas players such as Luke Vivian and Tim Westbrook. Add to this a more regular commitment from Tony Hall and the old fogies of the squad such as Paul Downing, Stuart Thompson, Simon Fox, Chris Tweedie, Nick Rice, Martin Russell, and myself, and our average age decreased by about 10 years.

This showed on the pitch and had a major impact on our opposition. No longer were teams showing up at the wood with smug smiles on their faces, we were fast establishing a reputation as a balanced side, strong in all 3 areas of the game.

Our batting was dominated by Luke Vivian who after a slow start to the season, amassed 511 league runs at an average of 34, and became only the fourth Chorleywood player to score a 1stX1 league hundred with a memorable 142 against North Mymms. As well as Luke’s hundred and 2 fifties, a further 8 half centuries were scored during the season. 2 from Stuart Thompson including a terrific 65 not out to steer us to victory against the odds at Potters Bar, 2 from Tony Hall who’s 72 not out to win the game at Letchworth was one of the best inning’s I’ve ever seen. Tim Westbrook and Chris Tweedie saving the day for us at Sawbridgeworth in the first game of the season, and Ciaron Bone and Richard Horne who both improved as openers throughout the season. Whilst Paul Downing did not reach this landmark, he was the element of consistency in the side and his 277 runs more often than not were the stability around which we built our innings. 

On the batting front, perhaps the highlight of the season was Martin Russell’s 2 not out against Dunstable, sharing in a 100 run last wicket partnership when we had our backs against the wall. It was a lesson for us all, in how we all wanted to try our best for each other – always the hallmark of a good side.

On the bowling front, our 5 main bowlers all contributed to our success. Nick Rice was once again the top league wicket taker with 28 wickets at an average of 15. Ned Nicol topped the averages taking 20 wickets at an average 12 and a strike rate of a wicket every 21 balls. Ned’s addition to the side half way through the season was a clear benefit to our cause and shows that a spinner who gives the ball a rip will always cause batsmen trouble. Martin Russell picked up 25 wickets at 19 and in the second half of the season bowled with deadly accuracy. Tim Westbrook toiled off his long run and took 23 wickets from the 160 overs he bowled (200 if you include all the no balls). Luke Vivian, another spinner we managed to turn into a medium pacer picked up 23 wickets and Tony Hall picked up 12.

Stuart Thompson was once again outstanding behind the stumps and took 12 catches there as did Luke Vivian who spent much of his time standing beside him at slip.

It was in this area that our biggest improvement was made. Our commitment in the field was complete. We built pressure on teams through taking our catches, chasing down every ball and diving this way and that in the hope of stopping that one run which could be vital later in the game.

This is where we won our title – it wasn’t any of the big hits for 4 or 6, none of the bouncers or yorkers, but the hard graft of remaining focussed on every delivery for 3 hours in the sun, wind or rain.

Our record of Played 16, Won 9, Drew 2, Lost 5, was good enough to win us the league by a single point. We need to go into next years league season with the same self-confidence in our ability, but without any thoughts of arrogance over our achievements of the past year. It will be hard and our first goal must be survival and stability.

On a personal note, I had a disastrous season and did not warrant my place in the side based on form. Many have said that a good captain deserves their place in the side for being captain alone. I do not believe this to be true. I’ve not been a good captain – I’ve been a lucky one. I’ve been lucky to have a very talented squad of players, players who bonded together both on and off the field, players who desperately wanted to do well for one another, who didn’t want to let the team down, and who all believed in themselves as winners.

Next year I promise to do better personally and warrant my place in the side. But for this our 150th year, I can now sit down and enjoy our achievements as a club. Beating the MCC at the wood, in a wonderful cricket week and a special thank you to all those who worked tirelessly to make it so successful, playing at Lords, and receiving this trophy and pennant for winning the first division championship, which I’d now like to pass over to our Chairman. As I said – I’ve been lucky.

Thank You.
