Chorleywood  Cricket Club 2001

Club Captains Report 
1. At the beginning of the year we were faced with a number of issues :

i. We did not have a groundsman

ii. We did not have an overseas player(or work/accommodation for one)

Furthermore we had set ourselves a number of challenges :

iii. Our teams aims were :

Saturday 1st XI
top 4 position

Saturday 2nd XI
maintain Div 4 status

Saturday 3rd XI
maintain Div11 status

Sunday 1st XI

promotion to Div 1

Sunday 2nd XI

maintain Div 1 status

iv. Organise a Cricket Week and mini tour.

v. Recruit new players

2. Of course we also set ourselves a number of challenges for our Colts and other “150th   Anniversary” opportunities (ball and booklet), the details on these are covered by Denys and Brian’s reports.

3. Against the  above background how did we do ? I believe it is fair to say we had a very successful season.

i. Thanks to Nick Rice we signed a new groundsman and the league facility marks confirm that Dave Houghton has had an excellent first season, the pitch mark was 7.14 (Div ave. 6.92) for the first XI.

ii. Nick also set up the deal that brought Luke Vivian to the club with accommodation and work from the Parish Council. No one can underestimate Luke’s contribution, his runs 1600 plus and 60 wickets were obviously important but once again our club has benefited from the positive attitude and youthful enthusiasm of a young New Zealand star.

iii. The Saturday 1st’s captained by Sacha Hatteea exceeded our dreams by leading the team to the Herts League Div 1 championship, this more than compensated for the disappointment of the two Sun XI’s who nevertheless enjoyed their cricket and had a combined record of :

Won   18,
Draw   7,
Lost  17.

The Saturday 2nd XI details will be covered by Paul and Robin’s report but it should be noted they held their own in Divisions which consisted of a majority of higher grade teams (i.e. 1st and 2nd XI’s) respectively.

iv. Cricket week was a stunning success thanks to Denys, Owen Edis and Bill Finch who along with our generous match sponsors guaranteed a week of wonderful atmosphere around the club. The sun of course helped as did the fact that all sides scored 250 runs plus. The highlight was a famous win against the M.C.C. !

v. Nick and Sacha had great success on the recruiting front, adding Tim Westbrook, Ned Nichol, Richard Horne to the 1st’s, Rob Oliphant, Mat Watson and Andy Bird contributed to other teams.

4. In conclusion, on the cricketing front we have had an excellent year, one the club deserves, and one we can build on. It is my sincere belief that we can progress further, a number of players underachieved this year and if they come through next year and we tap into the Colts strength more effectively, success is possible for all our teams.

5. We do though face challenges for next year, they are :

i. We need 2 new sightscreens

ii. The nets must be rolled and repaired

iii. Selection needs to be more “joined up” between the teams

iv. Winter nets at an appropriate time need to be booked

v. We need an overseas player for next year and accommodation for him

vi. We must recruit more senior players

vii. We must ensure pre-season rolling is carried out as a minimum to last years standards

If the list is lengthy, it is no more than the list for previous years and we continue to develop as a club.

6. Finally, on a personal note, as this is my last official function as Club Captain (apart from handing out the awards in 2 weeks) I would like to thank the Umpires, Scorers and Committee for the support over the last 5 years, it has been a roller coaster ride and without their hard work I would have gone mad (or madder) much earlier.

Good Luck for next year.

Simon Dare

30.10.2001
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